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The European Diary of
Fred and Lillian Lear
by Patricia Newman
Personal diaries are of special interest to scholars because their
contents often reveal spontaneous, subjective, individual reactions to
the significant events of the diarists' times. When the period of the
diary is 1911-1914 and the place is Europe as seen by a young
American couple, we are provided with another glimpse of a parti-
cularly complex period in social, political, and cultural history.
Freqerick Roy Lear, late professor at the Syracuse University School
of Architecture, and his wife, Lillian Congdon Lear, wrote their
impressions in letters to relatives in the United States, letters which
were kept for them until their return. The letters were written with
the plan that they would comprise consecutive chapters of a diary
of the Lears' lives, studies, and travels in Europe. Professor Lear
was then a graduate post-baccalaureate architecture student at the
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.
Numbers of small pen-and-ink sketches, many of them colored with
tinted pencils, illustrate the diary pages. As Professor Lear recorded
his experiences, he included drawings in the margins or between
paragraphs of the diary illustrating his and his family's life in Paris
and their adventures in other European cities and towns. His sketches
range from illustrations of design projects for his classes to impressions
of picturesque places, churches, and individuals who happened to
catch his eye. When his workload was too pressing for him to write,
the duties of diarist were assumed by Lillian Lear, who also included
sketches on her diary pages.}
Patricia Newman is completing her work for the Ph.D. in Humanities Program
at Syracuse University. She is a member of the faculty at Onondaga Community
College.
}The Lears' interest in visual documentation of their European stay is reflected also
in literally' thousands of picture postcards which they purchased during their travels and
which are now a part of the extensive collection of Lear memorabilia recently acquired
by the George Arents Research Library (GARL).
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The comments and illustrations which concern Lear's architectural
education in Paris confirm that in the first decades of the twentieth
century the Ecole des Beaux Arts was a stronghold of academic
tradition in the arts. Architectural schools throughout the United
States encouraged their best students and faculty members to study in
Paris, and these Americans were often the ablest recipients of what was
the most soundly conservative architectural training available. Judging
from his diary entries, Lear seemed to have been content with the
demands of the Ecole's traditional academic curriculum, although he
mentioned in one letter that a particular solution which he had
submitted in one of his design classes would probably not win a prize -
apparently because he had not chosen to take his design cues from
the acceptable neoclassical or neo-Gothic styles.
I was "in loge" again all day, this time it was an
"esquisse esquisse" [sic] of a shelter in a park. It goes
without saying that I was home very late. My esquisse
went off well and I rendered it in color and it was
successful but doubt if good enough to get me a mention
as I did it in English Tudor style and they do not like
that. 2
0_, _,. _ cr!. ,
2GARL, Lear European Diary, October 11, 1912.
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The title of Lear's final thesis at the Ecole was "The Protestant
Rural Church," 3 and he seems to have excelled particularly in design
problems which involved the use of the ecclesiastical neo-Gothic
style. One such problem, an intricate Gothic choir screen, earned him
a "mention" from the Ecole, and he included a colored sketch of it
in his diary-letter. 4
~~-._- - -~~(
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In view of Professor Lear understandably traditional orientation
concerning architectural design, his comments after visiting exhibits
of avant-garde art in Paris in 1911 are not surprising:
We...went into the painting exhibition. This was a queer
combination of some fine pictures and some of the very
worst order of the Modern Art school...Just before we left
we went into a room devoted to the painters who are
followers of the cubes spheres and cones. Saw some hideous
portraits and nudes. To give an idea how bad the Modern
art movement can go will try to make a sketch...And my
drawing here is even too good to give any conception as
there is something like a human being to the proportions I
have shown and there is nothing so in the painting.
3GARL, Lear ReSume~ The Lears left Europe in 1914 with the outbreak of war. Fred
returned in 1918 with the U.S. Army Educational Corps, wrote his thesis, received
high honors for it, and was awarded his diploma from the Ecole des Beaux Arts.
4Several years later Lear was to design a number of Gothic Style churches in Upstate
New York, among them the University Methodist Church in Syracuse.
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... two modern sculptures in marble. This sketch looks very
much like the one of a woman loving her dog. Can you
imagine anything more hideous cut from marble? This is no
joke but the serious attempt of some "Sculptor" who
undoubtedly thinks he has wrought a wonderful piece of
work that is to be handed down to posterity. Cannot see
how sane men can do such work and most of all how a
committee of men would allow such an atrocity to be exhibited
in an Autumn Salon. But they were there. Of course they
made some poorer painting of the real kind seem much
better.5
Fred frequently wrote about art and architecture, subjects which
concerned him professionally. Lillian's contributions to the diary
were often more personal than those of her husband, having to do
with the particular concerns of a young-middle-class American woman
looking after the needs of her student-husband and small child in one
of Europe's most cosmopolitan cities. Her observations frequently
were about such family matters as their living arrangements, their
child's schooling, and what they ate and wore. In the summer of 1912
she became ill and was hospitalized for a while in Paris. She continued
the diary correspondence nevertheless, since by then Fred's studies
had begun to occupy most of his time and energies. Lillian made a
trip home early in 1913 to await the birth of their second child. She
returned to Paris with her children and her mother, who stayed
with them briefly, in late September of that year.
Lillian's closet acquaintances were other American women in Paris
who shared her conservative values as a young, traditionally educated
woman from Upstate New York. One of her diary entries tells of
what seemed to her to be inappropriate behavior on the part of an
American woman:
...met a Mrs. Evans whose portrait Mrs. Maybee is painting.
After tea she said do you mind if I smoke? ..Ruth asked
her why she did that. ..till I was some embarrassed. Mrs.
Maybee was furious to think she would do such a thing in
50ARL, Lear European Diary, October 28, 1911. This refers probably to the Salon
d'Automn of 1911 when, for the first time, space for cubist paintings was allowed at
this official annual exhibition.
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RUTH LEAR
From a drawing in her father's diary.
She is now Mrs. Leonard Mowry.
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front of a child. That is sort of thing many Americans do
when they come to Paris. Do you wonder French or English
do not like Americans? We have helped a little bit to change
their opinion here in "pension" about those dreadful
Americans. 6
Lillian found an activity for herself which was very appropriate
to her Parisian surroundings: she began to take lessons in hat-making.
Her diary contributions are illustrated from time to time by both
her husband and herself with sketches of her creations. Their daughter
Ruth, who was often a subject for her father's diary sketches, attended
a French school and became able to converse with her French school-
mates in their own language. Lillian and Fred also studied French,
and Fred wrote of some of the difficulties met in their efforts at
learning the language:
... the lessons were given in a lower grade room of a
public school. This was a hard place for "yours truly"
trying to get in one of those small seats. The teacher
dictated a chapter from a novel and expected us to write it
down. Could not get anything I felt certain of so I decided
to not try it. ..We will not go again as the class is too far
advanced for us. Mme. Gregoire [their French landlady]
volunteered to give us a half-hour lesson in French after
"denier" [sic] each evening. This will be fine ...7
(
: {J_/ /". ~ ..
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6GARL, Lear European Diary, January 4, 1912.
7GARL, Lear European Diary, October 14, 1911.
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Some of Fred's most entertaining diary contributions are his
illustrated descriptions of everyday scenes and activities. His first
diary pages, written during the ocean voyage from Boston to Liverpool,
are enlivened by drawings - one illustrates the intricacies of a shipboard
game, others show views from the deck which appealed to him, such
as a lightship off the coast of Ireland.
Before going on to Paris, Fred traveled throughout the southern part
of England, all the while including sketches in his diary pages which
range from a quick impression of a double-decker London bus to a
drawing of a cartload of baled hay. He described a cricket match and
a boating trip in one letter, and to that particular page he added
sketches of a wicket keeper and of Lillian and himself punting
on the River Cam. 8
tA,.Ve JI!..c I'l
~ "f ,·L(e i
8The Lears enjoyed boating, and early in their marriage took an extended canoe trip
on Upstate New York waterways which Fred described in detail in a little handprinted
diary, also a part of the Lear memorabilia in the Arents Library. See The Courier,
XII, 3, Summer 1975, p. 23, "From Syracuse to Keuka, Mostly by Canoe, in 1907."
Edited by David F. Tatham.
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Similar drawings, a picturesque shop or a street-lamp trimmer with
his ladder, enliven his Paris diary pages. On trips to Italy he included
sketches of people in peasant costume. His intricate diary descriptions
and sketches suggest that he was fascinated with the way things were
put together and with how they worked, from the details of one of
Lillian's new hat creations to the operation of a funicular railroad.
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Although Fred Lear's sketches are among the most intriguing
aspects of the diary, one of his liveliest entries is without illustration.
In August, 1914, the Lears left Europe during the first few days
of World War I. Fred's vivid description of their adventures escaping via
Antwerp, at the last moment, provides a dramatic finish to the diary
of their experiences in Europe:
August 1,1914 [Paris]
Was up at an early hour today.. .learned that the Belgian
trains were leaving on schedule time, but they could not
guarantee that they would arrive, but when I learned that
there would be absolutely no trains tomorrow, I did not
hestitate to go. Then I went to the Red Stat Line Office
and they told me that "so far as they knew" the Marquette
would sail on Aug. 6...
...1 started for our tickets. I was never before in such a
malicious crowd. They kicked and punched their way toward
the windows, hundreds of people trying to secure tickets
in time sufficient to serve a third their number. I was nearly
crushed, but finally got our tickets.
August 2, 1914 [Antwerp]
...at last we arrived in Antwerp and found our trunks
were left at Brussels; but we had a name of a pension and
took a carriage there. They first said they could not take us
in because of the troubled times; but when I said I had
some French gold...she finally decided to take us in for two
days, and longer if I could find more ready money...
August 3, 1914
Out in the city early and found the city under martial
law...
Went to the Counsel's office to register and take out a
citizen paper.. .if there was any trouble. Hundreds of
Americans around his office, most of them without steam-
boat passage on either the Marquette of [the] Finland
and many of them with only the money orders etc., which
cannot be cashed. A few actually hungry and in want with
checks for hundreds of dollars in their pockets.
12
August 4, 1914
Down by the docks and found the boat Marquette
dismantled, even the dining tables and chairs all removed
as she is ordered to England to act as a transport in case
England is drawn into the struggle...
Again they have decided to let the Marquette sail, and 1
went up to the dock and saw them loading up, so they may
put off after all.
Cannot change any more French money and still have
150 francs ($30). There are no trains out of the country.
And no more channel boats to England. If the Marquette
does not sail we are stuck here...
There were riots on the streets tonight and the troops
had a hard time to keep them down. All Germans and
Frenchmen were compelled to leave the country before
6 o'clock. Did not stay out tonight because the crowds are
too dangerous.
August 5, 1914
Can be glad to have our steamer trunks. Most passengers
will arrive on board with only the clothes on their backs.
Walked through the older parts of the town near the
Cathedral and docks. Saw the restaurants, cafes, and hotels,
belonging to the Germans that had been raided by the mobs
last night. Nothing but the walls and broken bits of furniture
remained...
August 6, 1914
...1 went direct to the Red Star Line Office and found
they expected the boat to sail. So 1 got my family down to
the dock at noon and we went on board. The boat was
to leave at 4 o'clock, but we were delayed a half-hour,
while the Belgian water-scout removed four Germans...
At last the Land Captain gave the signal, the bridge was
raised and we were in motion. We cheered and all felt
happy and relieved... 9
90ARL, Lear European Diary, August 1-6, 1914.
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Despite harbor mine and V-boat scares, the Marquette made its
way safely away from Antwerp, past the south of England, and out
into the Atlantic. The Lears arrived in Boston on August 18, 1914.
Modern scholarly interest in pre-World War I Paris usually focuses
on the artistic avant-garde. Yet the Lears were a couple whose
moderate stance was perhaps a more typical American attitude of the
times. Their diary serves as a useful reminder that a conservative
reaction to new developments in art and architecture was an important
dimension in the total picture of Americans in Paris.
14
Charles W. Bennett's
"The Purchase of the von Ranke Library"
A Prefatory Note
by John J. Morrison
Now that the cataloging of the library of the nineteenth-century
German historian, Leopold von Ranke, is well under way, public
attention has again turned to the question of how the Ranke Collection
first came to Syracuse University. Although three brief but scholarly
articles have touched upon this event,1 a long standing and largely
inaccurate oral tradition still continues to provide most of the public
knowledge about how the collection was acquired. 2 Recently, however,
a document was discovered in the university Archives that may lay
these popular legends to rest. It contains Charles W. Bennett's
first-hand account of how the Ranke Library was purchased for Syracuse
University in 1887.
John J. Morrison is a consultant to the Ranke Collection Catalog Project. He holds
the Ph.D. in history from Syracuse University.
1The best account of how the collection came to Syracuse is Bernhard Hoeft's
article, "Das Schicksal der Ranke-Bibliothek," published in Historische Studien
307 (1937): 5-45. Hoeft consulted German sources in addition to the materials in
the Syracuse University Archives. The article is inaccessible to most Americans, however;
it was not only written forty years ago but it is in German. Fifteen years later when
William Freeman Galpin wrote his history of Syracuse University, he alloted six pages
to the event but relied heavily upon Hoeft's article. See Galpin, Syracuse University,
5 vols. (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press: 1952), 1:88-93. In 1972, Jeremy
C. Jackson published an excellent history of the Ranke Collection at Syracuse but
allowed only one page to its acquisition. See Jackson, "Leopold von· Ranke and the
Von Ranke Library," The Courier IX, 4 (1972): 45.
2The oral tradition surrounding the acquisition of the Ranke Collection began to develop
as early as 1897. The June 8 issue of the University Forum for that year ran an article
claiming that Syracuse University purchased the Ranke library at a public auction in
Germany. It further revealed that Syracuse outbid the German government, the British
Museum and Cornell University with an offer of $45,000. A more recent addition to
the tradition tells the story of a wealthy Syracuse patrician and his wife on European
tour during the late 1880's. While passing through Germany, this couple discovered
that the Ranke library was up for sale and decided to buy it for the fledgling
university that had recently been established in their hometown.
15
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Although Bennett became professor of Church History and Archeology
at the Garrett Biblical Insitute in 1884, he never put aside his loyalty
to Syracuse University. He had served as a member of the original
faculty from the time of the institution's founding in 1871 until his
departure in 1884. While at Syracuse, he was professor of History
and Logic, chairman of the History Department and, from 1874-1884,
university librarian. It was during this first year as librarian that he
conceived the plan to purchase the 20,000 + volume library of Leopold
von Ranke. He had a personal knowledge of both the library and
its creator, having studied under Ranke at the University of Berlin
between 1864 and 1866. It was not until twelve years later, however,
that he was able to carry out his plan; and by then, he was a
faculty member at the Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, Illinois.
Besides personally traveling to Berlin to negotiate the purchase in
the summer of 1886, and seeing it through to a successful conclusion
in April 1887, Bennett continued to oversee the actual transfer of
the library from Berlin to Syracuse in the spring of 1888. Then, in
the early months of 1889, he agreed to return to the central New York
area in order to dedicate the nearly completed Von Ranke Library
building, which had been specifically designed to house the books of his
former mentor. Unfortunately, Bennett was struck with what his wife
described as "Bright's disease," an "awful inflammatory rheumatism"
that would eventually take his life in 1891. 3 Therefore, he was unable
to preside at the June 24, 1889 dedication. 4 Instead he forwarded
the manuscript copy of his speech to the Dedication Committee
which appointed the new chairman of the History Department,
Dr. C.J. Little, to read the document at the ceremony. It is the typed
manuscript of this speech, as it was delivered by Little, that has been
recently located in the university Archives. The speech, presented here in
its entirety for the first time, gives a detailed first-hand account of the
purchase of Syracuse University's Ranke Collection. 5
3The University News, April 21, 1891.
4The Syracusan, July 3, 1889, p. 209.
5Apparently Bennett also sent a copy of the speech to the Library Journal; an abbreviated
version of it appeared on pages 43-45 of the February 1890 issue. This text differs
from the version that Dr. Little read at the dedication ceremony, however. Little
changed the first three paragraphs of the speech from a first person narrative to a
third, and made some other minor adjustments throughout the text.
17
This picture of Leopold von Ranke, sitting in his study amongst his books, was taken
during the last two years of his life. This one room, however, could not hold his
complete library; his books spilled over into four other "large" rooms. Ranke refused
to systematically organize or catalog his books in the fear that he would be unable to
find them. Thus, his books were piled haphazardly two deep on his book shelves and
on the floor awaiting the day when they would be finally cataloged at Syracuse University.
18
The Purchase of the von Ranke Library
An Address by Professor C.W. Bennett, Read at the Dedication of the
New Library of Syracuse University
Mine shall be the humble task of giving a simple statement of
the genesis, progress and final consummation of the purchase of the von
Ranke library, which may well be regarded as the originating cause of
the beautiful edifice which is to be dedicated today. Like most good
and permanent results, the securing of this library came from patient
waiting and hard, well-directed labor.
The Genesis
In 1874 the name of C.W. Bennett first appears in the catalogue
as librarian of Syracuse University. As nearly as can now be recollected
the library then consisted of from 1,000 to 1,200 well-selected books
which had been purchased with funds furnished by the trustees; from
300 to 400 volumes of state and general government documents;
a very choice collection of some 200 to 300 volumes, mostly of
leading German serials in the departments of Chemistry, Physics and
Geology purchased in Europe by Chancellor Alexander Winchell; and
some 400 or 500 curiosa, the gifts of various persons kindly disposed
towards the University, but whose main design seemed to be to
clear out the lumber and refuse material of their private libraries.
The entire library could not have aggregated more than 2,300 volumes.
All felt how meager and totally inadequate was such a collection
for a university even in the third year of its history. The new librarian
was greatly troubled by the situation: chagrin and shame was felt when
stranger visitors made inquiry respecting the library. The financial
crash of 1873 had already warned the trustees and friends of the infant
enterprise that every sail must be reefed in order to save from early ruin.
None but the participants and patient sufferers during that long
subsequent struggle for life can ever understand the situation. To hope
for library appropriations from the general funds under the then
existing circumstances was utterly vain; to simply rest in the situation
seemed to the librarian impossible.
19
JOHN MORRISON REID
Early in 1875 the Reverend Dr. J .M. Reid and wife were guests
of the librarian and his family. In the progress of the conversation
one day the inquiry was made: "What is the most pressing need of
the University aside from general endowment?" The answer was
prompt: "An increase of the library." That conversation resulted a few
months later in the gift of $5,000 and the expenses of the librarian
to visit Europe and make purchases. He went in June 1875, spending
three months at the chief book marts, Edinburgh, London, Amsterdam,
Brussels, Berlin, Leipsig and Paris, and making himself thoroughly
acquainted with the ways and means of the trade in order to [take]
intelligent action in the future. The result was the addition of about
4,500 carefully selected volumes in the departments of English,
German and French literature, (in historical development) in Latin and
Greek classics, in history, ethics and mathematics. It was on this
purchasing tour in 1875 that the special attention of the librarian was
directed to the great value of the von Ranke library as one specially
rich for the scholar of history and one which was being constantly
enriched by gift and purchase. Parties most familiar with the contents of
the collection spoke most enthusiastically of its great value, and said
that it might possibly be purchased on the death of the great collector
and scholar. Of course my own interest in the library was greatly
intensified from the fact that eight years before it had been my
supreme pleasure to be a pupil of this foremost historian of the century,
whose method had done more to kindle the true historic spirit in
America than any and all other men ofthe last forty years. 6
After returning to America, an early interview was had with Dr. Reid,
and an account rendered of the manner and results of the purchase
which his generous gift had made possible. During this interview the
librarian made this remark half playfully, half in earnest, "When
Leopold von Ranke dies you must purchase his library for the historical
department of Syracuse University. Then let the professors in each of the
departments find friends to make like purchases for them and Syracuse
will be the best furnished institution of the land for original and
scholarly work." For this has always been my theory, that 6,000 to
6There was something more than mere reputation that led the American Historical
Association to proclaim Leopold von Ranke the "greatest living historian" and to elect
him its only honorary member. Before professional, graduate degree granting history
departments existed at American universities, American scholars traveled to Berlin to
study under Ranke. When the first history department was set up at Johns Hopkins, it
was staffed by Ranke students and its method of teaching was modeled after the Ranke
seminar at the University of Berlin. Soon other American universities began to set
up history departments (Harvard, Yale, and Syracuse were next); and by the late
1880's when history had become an important part of the American university
curriculum, almost every department claimed to have at least one faculty member
like Bennett who had been trained under Leopold von Ranke.
21
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10,000 well-selected volumes are sufficient for the wants of the under-
graduate, but to keep the professors from mental hunger and starvation,
sources, authorities, and books of a very different kind must be had
in large numbers and in special collections. Upon what might
intellectually fatten an undergraduate, a competent professor might
starve. I shall never forget Dr. Reid's reply to my statement, "What
will it cost?" said he. Upon my mentioning a very large price, such
as had been given by competent j~dges in Berlin, he said: "This is
beyond my means; but keep your eye on this treasure and it may be
that by the time von Ranke is through with it my ability to purchase
may have increased." Noble words, and the seeds of rich fruitage
garnered twelve years later in this beautiful edifice. This may be called
the genesis of the movement to secure the von Ranke library.
Progressive Action
During the following years it ·need not be said that the librarian
was active and upon the alert for any news relative to the health of
Leopold von Ranke. At that time von Ranke was eighty years old.
His death might be expected at any time, probably at a very early
date. Meanwhile intimate relations were established between the librarian
and two of the most wide-awake book firms of Berlin, - they
promising to give instructions respecting any changes which might occur
in the library itself, by the way of accessions, etc., or in the physical
condition of the great historian. The zeal in this matter, however,
never flagged, either on the part of the librarian or of the good and
generous man and woman who from the first had shown a most lively
interest in the final securing of this library. This effort illustrates a
principle in human life and development. By pondering great enterprises
or living in the presence of great and good men our own minds and
character are insensibly educated and liberalized. We come to think
possible of achievement what before seemed absolutely beyond our
power of attainment.
During the ten following years I noted a growing interest on the
part of Dr. Reid and his good wife. Possibly Providence had kindly
multiplied their ability to do large things (of this I have no positive
knowledge, however), but I am inclined to believe that the principle
just noticed was the real cause of their strengthening belief that they
could do what at first seemed beyond their ability.
Nine years passed by. Meantime the great historian had proposed to
attempt what might well appall a man in middle life - viz., to write
23
a Universal History in eight volumes, bringing the volumes fully up
to the latest results of documentary, epigraphical and archaeological
evidence. While finishing his eighth volume this wonderful man lay down
upon his pine bedstead in the midst of his books, saying to Dr.
Wiedermann, his chief amanuensis, "0 Doctor, if your strength had
only held out last night we could have finished our work; it spread
out before me in panorama; but it is too late; I am weary;" and the
great historian soon passed peacefully to the Jenseits. 7
In 1884 the Library of Syracuse University passed into other and
better hands, the former librarian having accepted the chair of Historical
Theology in Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois. But not for a
moment did his interest in the one great object diminish, nor did the
zeal of the munificent donors flag. Correspondence revealed the fact
that the market value of the von Ranke library had in the ten years
nearly or quite trebled. A price unthought of in 1875 was boldly and
confidently set upon the collection in 1884. Large accession of
monumental works had been made, and gifts from the greatest and
best had greatly enriched the contents.
The Consummation
In May, 1886, I had left home to spend four to five months in the
British Museum, that paradise for scholars, in verifications and new
studies of my Christian Archaeology.8 I was to sail from New York
on Wednesday. On Monday my eye fell upon a cablegram from Berlin,
announcing the death of Leopold von Ranke at the ripe age of 91.
I immediately hastened to find Dr. Reid, showing the dispatch. "Now
is our chance," said I, "and no time to lose." He told me to find out
all I could relative to the situation and keep him informed. Meantime
a system of cyphers was agreed upon by which cablegrams could be
utilized in case of necessity, and I set out for London with a very
anxious mind. To tell the simple truth, no one plan of my life had so
absorbed my thought, ~nd in whose consummation I had such deep
interest. I knew the contingencies, but I was resolved to do all in
my power to secure a result which had been a darling purpose for
twelve years. Immediately on reaching London I wrote to confidential
agents in Berlin to ascertain everything possible respecting the library
and the probability of its purchase. The reply, that nothing could be
done under six months, that certain tedious legal forms must be
observed, that the heirs must be satisfied, etc., was to me thoroughly
7The "Beyond."
8See Charles Wesley Bennett, Christian Archaeology (New York: Philips and Hunt, 1888).
24
unsatisfactory. I knew the proverbial slowness of the German shop-
keepers, and the hestitation even of book-dealers to approach men in
high governm~ntal positions. The thought of waiting six months could
not once be entertained. I knew that at ·least a half-dozen American
colleges were anxious to secure the library in whole or in part, and
that their agents would leave no stone unturned to gain their ends.9
Acting on this conviction I resolved to undertake the negotiations in
person. Otto von Ranke, elder son of this historian, chaplain of
the great Soldiers' Orphanage at Potsdam, was found to be the legal
representative of the heirs. I telegraphed him to grant me an interview.
My reception was very cordial, and my statement of the fact that I had
been a student of his father, and that he had done more than all
other men to kindle in the minds of younger Americans the true
historic spirit, seemed to open the heart of the son, whose affection for
the father had been strong as life, and whose memory was now cherished
with an almost idolatrous devotion. He frankly said that there was
no probability that I or any other party could obtain the library since
the family and the German literary public confidently expected that the
Prussian government would purchase it. At the same time he readily
gave me the refusal of the library in case the government failed to take
it. This is all that could be done, and I was satisfied. The reason
of his ready consent that the library should go to America, in case
that it was not purchased by the government, was revealed to me in
a letter a year later, after the purchase had been consummated: "I felt
sorry for the gentleman (me), for he entertained hope of securing the
library, when he was doomed to certain disappointment. I wished to
do all I could to save the gentleman's feelings, and hence readily
promised him the first chance. I had not the remotest thought of
the possibility of his success."
Otto von Ranke promised to give a final decision early in August -
my visit being made on the 8th of July. No one can know the anxiety
felt by me as to this decision. I left London in August for a short
run upon the Continent with my son. Who can tell with what trembling
I enquired for letters at Lucerne, Berne, Cologne and Amsterdam wither
I had instructed von Ranke to mail the result of his negotiations
with the government? Meantime the aged Emperor was trying to
recuperate at the Baths of Ems, allowing none but the most urgent
state affairs to be mentioned; the Minister of the Interior was difficult
of access; war clouds were hanging, black and threatening, in the
European skies; public interest was absorbed in anything than the
purchase of a private library, even though it was that of the Emperor's
life-long friend and confidential advisor. No letters reached me.
9Harvard, Yale, Columbia and Cornell were rumored to be among the six.
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His library occupied f"Ive rooms in
I returned to America in September, meanwhile instructing von Ranke
to do all business with specia1 agents, whom I had most minutely
instructed. to Meantime the library was removed· to the building of the
Royal Library, so confident were the Ranke heirs that the government
would make the purchase, especially as this had been advocated by
the leading journals of Germany.
It need not be said that the following months were full of anxiety,
and that they were thoroughly improved by correspondence, cablegrams,
etc. It became evident that the Prussian government was not in a
position to spend money on libraries, since everything pointed to a
general European war in which Germany must play a chief part.
On the other hand it was evident that the Ranke heirs were very
loath to allow their father's collection to come to America. A just
family pride and a commendable regard for the famous historian's
reputation caused this most natural feeling. Nevertheless all knew that no
private parties in Germany could buy the library in its entirety, and
to leave the results of sixty years of collection to be scattered on
the general market was more repugnant to the feelings of the family
than its removal and careful preservation in a foreign country.
It was not until March 1887 - eight months after my first interview
with Otto von Ranke that I sent him an ultimatum, viz., that his
decision must be lodged with my agents within two weeks or all
negotiations for the purchase would cease. (It need not be said that the
wishes of the generous donors were in all results consulted.)ll This
brought a decision. How was my heart gladdened, while I was ovisiting
the Missouri Conference, on receiving a cablegram, forwarded from
my home, ann~>uncing the consummation of a long cherished plan -
the purchase of the von Ranke library. And while personally I could
not hope to reap the benefits which such a collection "affords, an
institution to which I had given fourteen of the best years of my life
would be greatly enriched and my successor in the chair of history
would greatly rejoice.
tOApparently these agents, who crated the books before they were moved to the Royal
Library, were working for Bennett as well as Otto von Ranke. In the account of
the transaction that Bennett forwarded to the American Historical Association in
the spring of 1888, he wrote: "When I looked it over in the Wohnung [Le. dwelling
place or residence], in Luisen Strasse, my agents and myself estimated it at 25,000
volumes...My agents have since written me that they were utterly amazed at the
treasures on treasures which they found on cleaning out the shelves and catch-ails
of the old Wohnung". See Charles W. Bennett's Papers of the American Historical
Association3 (1889): 132.
11At first John and Caroline Reid tried to keep their largess a secret. Besides donating
the original price of the books (believed to have been $25,(00), they also gave the
university library a $100,000 endowment which drew $6,000 yearly for the purchase
of new books. Unfortunately, this has since been "channeled.. .into other projects."
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The Von Ranke Library at the time of its dedication in 1889. This was the new home specifically built to house the books of Leopold
von Ranke upon their arrival at Syracuse University. It is now the Administration Building.
And now began the Herculean task of removal from the Royal
Library, the completion of imperfect serials, the repairing of worn and
damaged volumes, the binding of unbound numbers, the careful
classification and binding of thousands of pamphlets, the complete
cataloging of the entire collection, the examination and estimate of
the more than four hundred manuscripts by a professional paleographer,
etc. This work required many months of time and involved the
expenditure of a very large sum of money.12 The result is, this is
probably the most complete private ,historical library, for scholarly
investigation, in America. Thanks, ten thousand thanks to the modest
yet noble and generous donors! It is safely housed in this beautiful
building, where, we most ardently hope, it may be a source of
inspiration to many and earnest historical investigators.
Such is the plain, unvarnished account of the genesis, the progress
and the consummation of the purchase of the Von Ranke Library.
The Value of the Library
The questions always asked by the practical American are: Does it
pay? Are the results satisfactory? Is the library, after all, worth what
it has cost? Would it not have been far wiser to spend the money in
the purchase of English books which all could understand and use,
or in aiding all departments rather than one? These questions are
pertinent and should be answered.
The value set upon his collection by the great historian may be
inferred from the fact, attested by the Magdeburger Zeitung and the
Zentra/b/att that he kept it insured for 100,000 thalers. 13 So much
for his estimate of its money value. But it must be remembered that
this is not a popular collection, appropriate for a circulating library,
but a scholar's library to satisfy one who needs to go to the very sources
of information repecting history. Necessarily such a library cannot be
in anyone language, but must contain books in languages almost as
various as the peoples whose history we would understand. Nor is it
enough that we have these authorities in translation merely. Translations
are only the expression of the opinion of the translator respecting
the original text, and hence they are liable to be warped to sustain
the views of the particular school to which the translator may belong.
12Apparently the Reids donated the money for this also, bringing the total cost of the
Ranke Collection up to $40,000.
13This was equivalent to 300,000 marks or $7S,OOO.
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The original texts must be at hand to correct errors and enable the
writer to verify results. Then we must consider that Syracuse University
has had in its employ, as an agent to collect its historical library, the
foremost historian of the century, the historiographer of a government
noted for its patronage of learning and the man most favorably situated
of any other, through a period of sixty years. Is such service worth
nothing? Suppose the professor of Greek in this university could have
employed the renowned Bockh for like time in collecting a library
for his department; or the professor of Latin, the noted Haupt, or
Theodore Mommsen; or the professor of physics, Helmholtz or Sir
William Townsend; or the professor of philosophy, Trendelenburg,
Sir William Hamilton, or Jouffroy? Would such agents count nothing in
the results of sixty years of careful collection of materials for their
special departments? Very inconsiderate would he be who should despise
the services of such men.
Again it must be recollected that most of true inspiration to the
undergraduate comes from his professor. If the professors are contin-
uously drinking at the living fountains of knowledge, the student
himself will have a corresponding freshness of thought and purpose.
The bane of most of us is a certain narrowness of thought which in
the end degenerates into social, political, intellectual or religious
intolerance. The antidote of this is usually contact and sympathy
with great minds and great enterprises which broaden our views and
shame our littleness. Let him who is ready indiscriminately to brand
the monkish orders of the Catholic Church as herds of lazy, useless
and degenerate recluses, run through the 365 folio volumes of Migne's
Patrology,14 and his prejudice is partially allayed when he finds that
this enormous work of collecting and editing was accomplished by the
skillful, well directed division of labor of the Benedictine monks.
Let the student who is accustomed to pass lightly over the history
of the Middle Ages as of little account, go into this Von Ranke
Library and look through that magnificent result of associated Protestant
scholarship, the Monumenta Germaniae, 15 and his respect for the men
14This is a round figure for Jacques Paul Migne's Patrologiae Cursus Completus .
Series Graeca which was published in 161 volumes and Patrologiae Cursus Completus .
Series Latina, published in 221 volumes.
15Perhaps it would be more accurate to call the Monumenta Germaniae Historica,
a work of German scholarship, since many of the students who flocked to von Ranke's
seminars and worked on the Monumenta were not Protestants. The enormous task
of editing and publishing medieval German sources that the Monumenta represents,
is still under way. Thanks again must go to the Duetsche Forschungsgemeinschaft,
which is generously completing Leopold von Ranke's personal set of this multi-volumed
work at Syracuse. Some 200 additional volumes have appeared since the time of the
historian's death in 1886.
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and the civilization of what he has been accustomed to call the "Dark
Ages" will strengthen and deepen and he will see that then, as
now and ever, the race was longing for the best and truest, though
often lost in the tangled mazes of error and wrong. Or, once again,
let him who supposes that ancient history has been written once for all
and lies before us like the fossilized forms of a far-off geologic age,
spend a few days in the examination of the Corpus Inscriptionum
Graecarum or the Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum. An earnest man
will rise from such an examination convinced that we have only just
begun our studies of antiquity, and that even the classic volumes of
Grote and Curtious need serious revision to bring them up to the
requirements of most recent discovery.
But why spend time in defending the value of the library and the
wisdom of its purchase when a dozen first-class American universities
and colleges deeply regretted their inability to secure the treasure?
As well defend the wisdom of employing Dr. Wolff for a half century
in gathering the magnificent collection of engravings which adorn the
splendid edifice yonder, (Crouse College). I therefore congratulate
Syracuse University on securing this treasure. I congratulate the
professors and students of history on having such superior aids to their
higher studies. I congratulate the noble and generous donors on their
ability to secure this great library and place in this community what must
prove an inspiration to higher and more advanced historical study.
Long may these dear friends live to see the benefits of their great
gift! And may Syracuse University find numerous friends who will
do for other departments what Dr. and Mrs. Reid have done for
the department of History!
31
The Place ofthe Ranke Collection
at Syracuse University:
by James M. Powell
The vision of a few played a significant role in the development of
American universities during the post-Civil War era. This period, which
witnessed the rise of universities in America, was marked by the
emergence of graduate education, the development of professional
scholarship, and the building of the first university library research
collections. Charles W. Bennett was caught up by the vision of Syracuse
University participating in this significant movement within higher
education in America. His success in securing the Ranke Collection
for Syracuse University provided the university with the major history
library in America at that time and laid a foundation for the possible
future development of a great university. Bennett's dream remains
at the heart of a Syracuse University that has traveled a considerable
distance along the path he and his contemporaries charted. The Ranke
Collection today serves the needs of an active group of scholars in the
manner intended by Charles Bennett.
At present, we are completing the first year of a twenty-seven month
grant ($150,000.00), for the cataloging of the Ranke Collection
supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities and by the
Snow Memorial Trust, Marie Little Bird, John Crawford, the Fritz
Thyssen Stiftung, the Mobay Chemical Corporation, the Robert
Bosch Corporation, the Siemens Corporation, the Alfried Krupp von
Bohlen and Halbach-Stiftung, the American Hoechst Corporation
and Carl Zeiss Inc.. Further support has come from the Duetsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft, the official German Government Research
Foundation, which has contributed substantially to the acquisitions
program for the Ranke Collection. This project will result in a listing
of the books in the collection in the National Union Catalog, the
preparation of a guide to the manuscripts and a locator index for
the pamphlet collection. We also hope to be able to publish printed
catalogs for the manuscript and pamphlet collections. The work now
under way makes clear the correctness of Bennett's judgment and his
breadth of vision.
James M. Powell is director of the Ranke Collection Catalog Project. He is a professor
of history in the Maxwell School at Syracuse University.
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Library Associates 1958-1968
The Years ofGrowth and Change
by Elizabeth Mozley
The minutes of the December 11, 1957 meeting of the Board of
Trustees of Syracuse University Library Associates indicate that the
publication of a bulletin was originally conceived as a means of com-
munication between the university and the membership, "to sustain and
promote their interest in strengthening the library." It was "to contain
short feature articles, statements about notable acquisitions, brief
notes about needs, and announcements of general interest to members
of Library Associates." The trustees added that the contributors and
editors should "strive for high quality of scholarship, clarity and
readability" and that the bulletin be printed "in good taste, attractive
and distinctive, yet modest" - specifications still adhered to in The
Courier twenty years and sixty-one issues later.
The Courier has long been listed in the Bowker publication,
Magazinesfor Libraries, which, in the 1972 edition described it as:
A handsome pocket-size 56-page journal which features five to six
bibliographic articles, usually based upon materials found in the Syracuse
University Library. The material is as diverse as the library collection,
moving from Russian theatre to Shaker furniture and Nevil Shute.
The writing style is much more relaxed than in similar journals. A
casual reader will enjoy this as much as a dedicated bibliographer.
In fact, it is one of the few of the genre which might be read cover to
cover with delight. And the photographs and drawings help things
along considerably.
The Courier's successive editors (Wayne S. Yenawine, John S.
Mayfield, Arsine Schmavonian, and, currently Elizabeth Mozley) have
been able to draw upon the wide range of work done by scholars
using the resources in the Syracuse University Libraries. Recently,
The Courier has been added to three major indexes: The Modern
Language Association's International Bibliography, The American
Historical Review's Writings in American History; and the New York
State Education Department's Research and Publications in New York
History.
Elizabeth Mozley is executive secretary of Library Associates and editor of The Courier.
Material for this article was taken from the Minutes of Library Associates' meetings
in the Syracuse University Archives.
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At first The Courier was published at irregular intervals and
numbered in sequence by issue rather than by volume and issue numbers.
It grew into a quarterly and issue 37 became Volume VIII, Number 2.
Though in the last four years only three issues have appeared per
year as an economy measure, the numbering remains by volume and
issue as a quarterly, with one issue being a double number each year.
(The present issue is Volume XV, Numbers 2 & 3).
Until 1958 the major interest of the trustees of Library Associates
had been in the founding of the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room
and in acquiring proper items for its collection. Then, in April 1959,
Mr. Adrian Van Sinderen told the trustees of a tour he had taken of
all the libraries at Syracuse University. He had been astonished to
learn of the wide range of services offered at the Carnegie Library,
then the central library of a thirteen library system on campus.
Mr. Van Sinderen urged that all the libraries should receive Library
Associates' support, and the trustees agreed with him. It was the first
of several turning points in the next decade.
Though a group of special contributors had established endowments
for the libraries, it was clear that a dynamic campaign by Library
Associates for new members was necessary if more funds were to be
raised for the libraries. The support of the alumni seemed vital to
Library Associates' program.
Dr. Wayne S. Yenawine, who was executive secretary of Library
Associates in addition to his position as director of libraries and dean
of the School of Library Science, suggested that membership meetings
should be scheduled two or three times per year with varied programs
calculated to appeal to the special interests of the Associates and to
attract new members. Until then there had been only an occasional special
event, such as the dedication of the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room.
This would be another significant change in the activities of Library
Associates which, with The Courier's evolution from a members'
bulletin to a small magazine, did much to widen the general membership.
Memorial gifts were sought as a source of library support, also. In
the years 1957-58, thirteen Memorial Funds were established with
contributions to Library Associates. They are used to add books in
such fields as architecture, library science, English and American
literature, engineering, art, American history, and education.
For the next decade and beyond, the need for a new library building
was the focus of attention for everyone concerned with the libraries at
Syracuse University. Library Associates members Mrs. Lyman J. Spire,
Professor Mary H. Marshall, and Professor Erik Hemmingsen joined
the university Senate Library Committee. in visiting other university
libraries comparable to the one envisioned for Syracuse University.
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In 1961, Mr. John S. Mayfield, a bookman and trustee of Library
Associates, was appointed curator of manuscripts and rare books. His
concerns, in addition to obtaining collections for the library, were to
write for The Courier and to promote Library Associates' programs.
Membership growth had been the special concern of Mr. David A.
Fraser for some time. The number of members in Library Associates
remained around three hundred, with at least that many additional
complimentary members. While the large number of complimentary
memberships given to those who had made gifts in kind to the library
had to be taken into account when questions of income were discussed,
efforts to interest alumni groups still seemed the best hope for an
increase in revenues.
Mr. Fraser became chairman of the Board in May, 1963, and Dr.
Van Sinderen became chairman emeritus, having presided over the
organization for ten years, since its founding.
The burden of coping with the growing library in the old quarters
had led Dr. Yenawine several times to ask the Board to appoint a new
executive secretary. Mr. Mayfield was appointed to assume Dr. Yenawine's
duties as managing editor of The Courier. The duties of the executive
secretary were outlined as early as 1961, but in 1963, Dr. Yenawine
was still filling that role in addition to his other duties. In May, 1964,
Dr. Yenawine had a heart attack, but was able to return to the job
after some months. Before he left Syracuse University the following
year to become director of libraries at the University of Louisville,
Kentucky, Dr. Yenawine stressed the need for an increase of gifts in
cash from Library Associates.
By the Annual Meeting of May 1965, The Mayfield Library had
become a reality. The library was a gift to Syracuse University of
Mr. Mayfield's personal library. It was housed on the second floor of
the University Branch of the Marine Midland Trust Company on East
Adams Street until being moved to the Bird Library in its own room
in Special Collections, in ·1972.
The Board Meeting of November, 1965 was held for the first time
in-the Mayfield Library. Plans were made to start a New York City
chapter of Library Associates. Mr. Chester Soling had agreed to organize
the group with the help of the Syracuse members. Book e~hibits were
held in New York City at Syracuse University House (later Lubin
House) and Mr. Mayfield spoke at the New York Library Associates'
fall meeting that year. The response from the alumni who attended
was enthusiastic.
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John S. Mayfield, curator emeritus of manuscripts and rare books, in the Mayfield Library at Syracuse University.
In 1967, the Annual Report of the Director of Libraries Warren
Boes to Library Associates showed that the Syracuse University Library
had surpassed its goal of one million items in holdings and was ranked
twenty-eighth in the United States in size of collections.
The university had grown and changed between 1958 and 1968. A
new library building was soon to be built.
Library Associates had changed also, reaching out into the university
community with its publication, The Courier, with its lecture series,
and its student book collection prizes. 'Il The changes that lay ahead for
Library Associates brought it a new source of strength: its general
membership. The wider contacts of an enlarged membership fostered a
new understanding of the ways in which a friends of the library group
could support and promote the libraries of a large university.
(To be continued)
Errata
The editor must correct some errors in the last issue of The Courier,
XV, 1, Spring 1978. On page 15, "Syracuse University Library
Associates: The Early Years," two of the first Board members are given
titles of the opposite sex! It should read Mrs. William C. Blanding
and Mr. J. Roscoe Drummond. Their names in the picture caption are
correct. Also, on page 16, it was Mr. Richard Amberg who began the
long association of Library Associates and the Post-Standard.
*These prizes were described in the previous issue of The Courier, XV, 1, p. 16,
22-26. They were: The David A. Fraser Freshman Book Award, the Earle B. Mayfield
Sophomore Book Award, the Edith S. Mayfield Junior Book Award, and the George
Arents Library Award for Seniors.
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News ofthe Library andLibrary Associates
Annual Meeting and Luncheon
A special excitement was in the air at the Annual Members' Meeting
and Luncheon on April 28, 1978, at the University Club. Though it
was the first event of Library Associates' twenty-fifth year, the
excitement was caused by the delight of the Syracuse members in
seeing an old friend and former vice-president of Syracuse University,
Dr. Frank P. Piskor. Dr. Piskor, who is now president of St.
Lawrence University, seemed equally pleased to see his old friends.
Mr. J. Leonard Gorman, executive editor, presented the Syracuse
Post-Standard Award for Distinguished Service to the Syracuse
University Libraries for 1977 to Dr. Piskor. The citation read as
follows:
Frank Peter Piskor
Bibliophile, scholar, teacher, university president, you have put your
mark on Syracuse University as well as St. Lawrence University.
After graduating Phi Beta Kappa at Middlebury College you came
to the Maxwell School in 1939. You were a counselor until 1941 when
you became director of freshman counselling. At age twenty-seven you
were named Acting Dean of Men, and you served brilliantly as Dean
of Men for ten years until you were made Vice-President for Academic
Affairs. Later you became Vice-Chancellor and Provost.
A gifted teacher you continued your work in the classroom through-
out the thirty years you served the university, rising from the rank
of instructor to that of professor in 1959.
As the ranking academic officer of the university, you presided
over the Council of Deans. You interviewed all candidates for
appointment to the faculty from the rank of assistant professor to
professor. As chairman of the Committee on Faculty Promotions, you
were the controlling voice on sabbatical leaves, promotions and tenure.
Few university administrators have matched your knowledge and
understanding of all the members of the faculty or your concern for their
growth and welfare.
A prodigious worker, completely dedicated, you were an educator
with imagination and vision and an administrator with fairness and
sensitivity to individual needs. Students and faculty trusted and loved
you, as you loved and trusted them.
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Despite the long working hours of seven day weeks you found time
to read widely, to collect rare books and build notable collections of
Robert Frost and other poets, as well as a unique collection of histories
of American colleges and universities.
Together with the needs of the faculty you put the needs of the
university library; and you gave to the building of our library collections
the same priority you gave to the building of distinguished departments
within the schools and colleges.
You also played a leading role in the development of our notable
collections in the Fine Arts.
When the opportunity came to go to S1. Lawrence University in
1969 it was a heavy loss to Syracuse University.
Your success there has been what we were confident it would be.
You are now among the most respected college presidents in the nation.
Weare grateful that despite the many calls on your time and service
you have continued to be active in support of the Library Associates
which has had your interest and support from its inception.
We deem it especially appropriate that on the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the founding of the Library Associates, the Post-Standard Award
for Distinguished Service to the Syracuse University Libraries should
he presented to Frank Peter Piskor.
* * *
Dr. Piskor spoke on "Of Collectors, Special Collections, and Libraries."
The text of his talk will be printed in the next issue of The Courier.
A Syracuse University Press Award-Winning Book
Once again the Syracuse University Press has received awards for one
of its publications. The book, Wood: Structure and Identification, was
given an award of distinction in the International Society for Technical
Communication publications competition in May 1978. The work, by
Professors Wilfred A. Cote, Jr., Arnold C. Day, and Harold A. Core,
also received the "Communication of the Year" award for 1978 from
the Central New York Chapter of the Society for Technical Com-
munication.
Mrs. Arpena Mesrobian, who is on the Publication Board of
The Courier, is director of the Syracuse University Press.
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Trustees' Annual Meeting
The trustees held their Annual Meeting on May 5, at the home of
Dr. Benjamin J. Lake.
Mr. Metod Milac, assistant director of libraries, presented a report
on behalf of the director of libraries, Mr. Donald C. Anthony,
who could not be present. The libraries have several large projects in
progress: (1) an evaluation of all collections, (2) the recataloging
of the Ranke and Novotny libraries, (3) a very large manuscript pro-
cessing project. The latter two are special projects using money from
grants.
Among committee reports, the success of the Program Committee
was outstanding with attendance of 115 to 120 at each event. Programs
were presented by Dr. Frank Macomber, Professor Mary H. Marshall,
Professor Antje B. Lemke, Archivist Amy Doherty (all of Syracuse
University), and Dr. Frank P. Piskor.
An Antiquarian Book Auction is planned for October 13, as previously
announced, but there will be no book fair. Mr. Sid Wechter, auction
committee chairman, emphasized the importance of quality donations
for the success of the auction.
The following trustees were elected to the Class of 1981: Mr. Henry S.
Bannister, Mr. Sol Feinstone, Mr. David A. Fraser, Dr. Benjamin J.
Lake, Mr. Frank C. Love, Mrs. Roscoe C. Martin, Mr. John S.
Mayfield, Mr. Chester Soling, Mrs. Lyman J. Spire, Mr. Sidney Wechter.
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Reception
To celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of its founding, Library
Associates held a reception at the home of Chancellor and Mrs. Melvin A.
Eggers on May 21, at 3:00 P.M. More than one hundred-fifty members
and friends enjoyed the hospitatility of the Eggers and heard a musical
program by pianist Kevin Moore. On display was a complete run of
The Courier (sixty issues) from 1958-1978, making a colorful record
of Library Associates' growth. There was also a scrapbook showing the
twenty-three Post-Standard Awards for Distinguished Service to the
Syracuse University Libraries.
Mr. Ed Kuekes, Pulitzer-Prize-winner cartoonist, now retired from
the Cleveland Plain Dealer, sent a special greeting in the form of an
original cartoon for the silver anniversary, which was the center of
the display. Mr. Kuekes's papers are in the George Arents Research
Library for Special Collections at Syracuse University.
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Mr. Mayfield Cited
Mr. John S. Mayfield has received the Sir Thomas More Medal for
Book Collecting from the Gleeson Library Associates at the University
of San Francisco. The citation mentioned Mr. Mayfield's work as a
scholar as well as a collector.
Mr. Mayfield's lecture at the presentation ceremonies was entitled
Deo Favente Auribus Teneo Lupum which translates (as printed in
the program for the meeting) "With God's favor I have a wolf by the
ears. "
Mr. Mayfield is secretary to the Board of Trustees of Library
Associates and a former editor of The Courier.
More Honors
Honors continue to come to Mr. Walter L. Welch, curator of the
Syracuse University Audio Archive and Edison Re-recording Laboratory.
The president of Colombia recently awarded him the title of "Caballero"
(the equivalent of being knighted) for his work in the restoration of the
recorded voice of Rufino Jose Cuervo, the distinguished Latin-American
philologist. Mr. Welch also was one of eighty-two recipients of a priceless
original Metal Master record, made by Thomas Alva Edison, for
assistance given the Thomas Alva Edison Foundation "in furthering
its goals of advancing science and engineering education."
Another Syracusan, Mr. Robert G. Koolakian, director of the Canal
Museum, also received the Diamond Disc Metal Master Award for
his long association in special projects with the Thomas Alva Edison
Foundation and his participation in the special programs at Syracuse
University's Audio Archive.
Albert SChweitzer Papers
Donations are being sought to complete the purchase of a special
group of Albert Schweitzer papers for Syracuse University. The manu-
scripts consist of over four hundred-fifty letters and thrity-four
notebooks containing lectures and other materials from 1941 to 1965,
the year of Schweitzer's death.
Contributions may be made to Syracuse University Library Associates,
611 Bird Library, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York, 13210.
Checks should indicate that the gift is for the Schweitzer papers.
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Another Silver Anniversary
Mr. John De Pol, who in 1956 designed Library Associates' familiar
symbol, a woodcut of three bookmen in a library, is mentioned in
"The American Printing History Association Letter" January-February,
1978:
The recently issued Franklin Keepsake volume, My Dear
Girl IL the twenty-fifth in this highly regarded series, was
illustrated with wood engravings by John De Pol. It was a
silver anniversary for Mr. De Pol as well as for the series,
for he has illustrated all of these charming books since the
inception of the series in 1953 - a truly remarkable record.
New Members
Syracuse University and Library Associates welcome the following
new members who have joined between March 1 and June 1, 1978:·
Eleanor A. Ealy
Nina L. Edwards
Robert E. Graham
Nansie Jensen
A Gift from Germany
Jean G. Pitt
Marilyn Ratner
Eileen Snyder
Vera I. Schwartz
Dr. Marie-Cecile Schulte-Strathaus, cultural affairs officer of the
West German Consulate in New York City and Dr. Christoph Wecker,
executive director of the German Cultural Institute, presented over one
hundred volumes of the Monumenta Germaniae Historica to the
Leopold von Ranke Collection at Syracuse University. They are the
gift of the official German research agency, Deutsche Forschungs-
gemeinschaft, and complete the set of over three hundred volumes
in the Ranke library.
The Monumenta Germaniae Historica is the "most important
collection of source materials rel~ting to the medieval empire (Germany
and Italy)," according to Professor James M. Powell, director of the
Ranke Collection cataloging project. The set consists of different series.
They include Scriptores (narrative chronicles, annals, etc.), Leges, and
Epistolae. Part of the Monumenta was in the Ranke Collection when
it was acquired. Some volumes had been added before the generous
gift from Germany, including those purchased with a gift from Library
Associates.
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